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(4) Tank cleaning openings; and
(5) Any other tank vessel openings

that maintain the seaworthy condition
of the tank vessel and prevent the in-
advertent release of oil or hazardous
material in the event of a tank vessel
accident.

(b) No person may open any of the
closure mechanisms in paragraph (a) of
this section while the tank vessel is
underway or at anchor except when au-
thorized and supervised by a licensed
officer or the tankerman required by 46
CFR 31.15–5(a).

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7175, Jan. 31, 1980, as
amended by CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36255, Sept. 4,
1990]

§ 155.820 Records.
The vessel operator shall keep a writ-

ten record available for inspection by
the COTP or OCMI of:

(a) The name of each person cur-
rently designated as a person in charge
of transfer operations.

(b) The date and result of the most
recent test and inspection of each item
tested or inspected as required by
§ 156.170 of this chapter;

(c) The hose information required by
§ 154.500(e) and (g) of this chapter unless
that information is marked on the
hose; and

(d) The Declaration of Inspection as
required by § 156.150(f) of this chapter.

[CGD 75–124, 45 FR 7175, Jan. 31, 1980, as
amended by CGD 86–034, 55 FR 36255, Sept. 4,
1990]

Subpart D—Response Plans

SOURCE: CGD 91–034, 61 FR 1081, Jan. 12,
1996, unless otherwise noted.

§ 155.1010 Purpose.
The purpose of this subpart is to es-

tablish requirements for oil spill re-
sponse plans for certain vessels. The
planning criteria in this subpart are in-
tended for use in response plan develop-
ment and the identification of re-
sources necessary to respond to the oil
spill scenarios prescribed during the
planning process. The development of a
response plan prepares the vessel owner
or operator and the vessel’s crew to re-
spond to an oil spill. The specific cri-
teria for response resources and their

arrival times are not performance
standards. They are planning criteria
based on a set of assumptions that may
not exist during an actual oil spill inci-
dent.

§ 155.1015 Applicability.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, this subpart applies
to each vessel that is constructed or
adapted to carry, or that carries, oil in
bulk as cargo or cargo residue, and
that—

(1) Is a vessel of the United States;
(2) Operates on the navigable waters

of the United States; or
(3) Transfers oil in a port or place

subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States.

(b) This subpart also applies to ves-
sels which engage in oil lightering op-
erations in the marine environment be-
yond the baseline from which the terri-
torial sea is measured, when the cargo
lightered is destined for a port or place
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States.

(c) This subpart does not apply to the
following types of vessels:

(1) Public vessels and vessels deemed
public vessels under 14 U.S.C. 827.

(2) Vessels that, although con-
structed or adapted to carry oil in bulk
as cargo or cargo residue, are not stor-
ing or carrying oil in bulk as cargo or
cargo residue.

(3) Dedicated response vessels when
conducting response operations.

(4) Vessels of opportunity when con-
ducting response operations in a re-
sponse area.

(5) Offshore supply vessels as defined
in 46 U.S.C. 2101.

(6) Fishing or fishing tender vessels
as defined in 46 U.S.C. 2101 of not more
than 750 gross tons when engaged only
in the fishing industry.

(7) Foreign flag vessels engaged in in-
nocent passage.

(d) Vessels covered by this subpart
that are not operating within the navi-
gable waters or the exclusive economic
zone of the United States must meet
all requirements of this subpart except
for—

(1) Identifying and ensuring, through
contract or other approved means, the
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availability of response resources in-
cluding the shore-based spill manage-
ment team;

(2) Providing the geographic-specific
appendices required in § 155.1035,
155.1040, or 155.1045, as appropriate; and

(3) Identifying and designating a
qualified individual and alternate
qualified individual required in
§ 155.1026.

§ 155.1020 Definitions.
Except as otherwise defined in this

section, the definitions in § 155.110
apply to this subpart and subparts F
and G of this part. For the purposes of
this subpart only, the term:

Adverse weather means the weather
conditions that will be considered when
identifying response systems and
equipment in a response plan for the
applicable operating environment. Fac-
tors to consider include, but are not
limited to, significant wave height, ice,
temperature, weather-related visi-
bility, and currents within the Captain
of the Port (COTP) zone in which the
systems or equipment are intended to
function.

Animal fat means a non-petroleum
oil, fat, or grease derived from animals
and not specifically identified else-
where in this part.

Average most probable discharge means
a discharge of the lesser of 50 barrels of
oil or 1 percent of the cargo from the
vessel during cargo oil transfer oper-
ations to or from the vessel.

Bulk means any volume of oil carried
in an integral tank of the vessel and oil
transferred to or from a marine port-
able tank or independent tank while on
board a vessel.

Captain of the Port (COTP) Zone
means a zone specified in 33 CFR part
3 and, for coastal ports, the seaward ex-
tension of that zone to the outer
boundary of the exclusive economic
zone (EEZ).

Cargo means oil that is transported
to and off-loaded at a destination by a
vessel. It does not include—

(1) Oil carried in integral tanks, ma-
rine portable tanks, or independent
tanks for use by machinery, heli-
copters, and boats carried aboard the
vessel, or for use by helicopters that
are directly supporting the vessel’s pri-
mary operations; or

(2) Oil transferred from a towing ves-
sel to a vessel in its tow to operate in-
stalled machinery other than the pro-
pulsion plant.

Contract or other approved means in-
cludes—

(1) A written contractual agreement
between a vessel owner or operator and
an oil spill removal organization. The
agreement must identify and ensure
the availability of specified personnel
and equipment required under this sub-
part within stipulated response times
in the specified geographic areas;

(2) Certification by the vessel owner
or operator that specified personnel
and equipment required under this sub-
part are owned, operated, or under the
direct control of the vessel owner or
operator, and are available within stip-
ulated response times in the specified
geographic areas;

(3) Active membership in a local or
regional oil spill removal organization
that has identified specified personnel
and equipment required under this sub-
part that are available to respond to a
discharge within stipulated response
times in the specified geographic areas;

(4) A document which—
(i) Identifies the personnel, equip-

ment, and services capable of being
provided by the oil spill removal orga-
nization within stipulated response
times in the specified geographic areas;

(ii) Sets out the parties’ acknowledg-
ment that the oil spill removal organi-
zation intends to commit the resources
in the event of a response;

(iii) Permits the Coast Guard to
verify the availability of the identified
response resources through tests, in-
spections, and exercises; and

(iv) Is referenced in the response
plan; or

(5) With the written consent of the
oil spill removal organization, the
identification of an oil spill removal
organization with specified equipment
and personnel which are available
within stipulated response times in the
specified geographic areas. This para-
graph is an other approved means for
only—

(i) A vessel carrying oil as secondary
cargo to meet the requirements under
§ 155.1045(i)(3);

(ii) A barge operating on rivers and
canals to meet the requirements for
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